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STP-017-3(45) Floyd County, PI No. 620590
Widening of US 27/SR 1 in Rome from 5" Ave. to John Davenport Dr.

Mr. David M. Fowler, Jr.

Fort Attaway Preservation Society, Inc.
1202 Desoto Ave.

Rome, GA 30165-2524

Dear Mr. Fowler:

Your letter (dated January 8, 2007) addressed to Senator Jeff Mullis and Representative Barbara
Massey-Reese and copied to Governor Sonny Perdue was forwarded to the Department for review

and response.

First, let me start by saying that the ' Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) regrets the error
made by our deed research personnel concerning the incorrect location of the property line that both
you and Norfolk-Southern Railroad share. This was an oversight on our part and we have corrected
this error on our plans. Also, I should point out that this was strictly a property research oversight
and not an engineering or design error. This property line had no bearing on the decisions made by
cur staff concerning the establishment of Fort Attaway’s environmentaily semsitive boundary.
Subsequently',_,this boundary, as shown on the construction plans, has received “concurrence” from
the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) as
required by state and federal law. Therefore, it is recognized that due diligence was performed on
the part of the Department to establish the boundary of this historically significant Fort at its most
logical and proper position while following both state and federal guidelines.

This project will provide badly needed capacity and operational improvements to US 27. By
constructing a new railroad bridge, we can complete the widening of US 27 under the railroad and
close the 0.2 mile gap that has existed for several years at this location. All available options for
replacement of the railroad bridge and widening US 27, including the no-build alternative, were
studied and discarded either because they caused additional and unreasonable impacts to the human
and natural envirgpment, or they did not addresb the Need and Purpose of this project.
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